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John’s Student Procedures and Practices
This document describes procedures and practices related to ight training, for John Thywissen’s
students. If a procedure or practice does not seem to work for the situation at hand, contact John
to discuss a better course of action.
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About This Document and Other Documents
This document describes procedures and practices related to ight operations and training
management.
Flight operational rules and guidance are provided by many sources. You should follow the
procedures and practices in the following documents:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Regulations: Federal Aviation Regulations in applicable subparts of 14 CFR part 91 and 61
POH: The Pilot’s Operating Handbook for the make and model of aircraft you are operating
Above and Beyond Aviation’s Aircraft Rental Agreement
This Procedures and Practices document
AIM: The FAA’s Aeronautical Information Manual, to the extent it is applicable

6. ACS: The Airman Certi cation Standards for the certi cate or rating that you are pursuing
7. The High-Wing Aircraft Visualized Flight Maneuvers Manual (“blue maneuvers book”), as
supplemented by John
Training management rules and guidance are provided by the Above and Beyond Aviation’s
Aircraft Rental Agreement and by this Procedures and Practices document.

Principles
All operations shall be conducted with the following objectives, in priority order:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Safety of people and property
Regulatory compliance
Effective learning
Maintaining amicable relations with other aviators and the public
Ef cient use of resources

Everyone is expected to utilize sound, conservative judgment in their approach to aviation
operations. Remember, “Truly superior pilots are those who use their superior judgment to avoid
those situations where they might have to use their superior skills”.

Regulatory Compliance
You must comply with, and must not cause others to violate, applicable parts of the Federal
Aviation Regulations, Hazardous Materials Regulations, and NTSB regulations, and other
applicable law and regulations. When you observe an apparent or imminent violation of law or
regulations, ensure that a ight instructor is aware of it.
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Training Course Management
Syllabus
In your course materials, there is a course syllabus. Track your progress against it, and use it to
anticipate upcoming topics.

Student-Supplied Equipment
Most equipment needed for the course is provided, however there are a few personal items you
need to bring to your lessons:
1. Headset
2. Sunglasses appropriate for cockpit use: non-polarized, with larger lenses and minimal frames
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Logbook, and kneeboard with notepaper
If you wear corrective glasses/contacts, some kind of spare pair
Current charts: printed or electronic
Flashlight appropriate for cockpit use: dimmable, switchable red/white
Flight computer

Ask John for advice prior to acquiring equipment.

Your Aviation Library
You should build your personal aviation library, and routinely use and review the documents in it.
They can be electronic or printed. Here is a partial list of what you should have in your library:
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If you want an aviation textbook, I recommend the Pilot’s Manual series published by ASA.
The Pilot’s Operating Handbook for each make and model of aircraft that you y.
Pilot’s checklists for each make and model of aircraft you y, including emergency checklists.
GPS Quick Reference Guide (a fold-out card or booklet) for each model of GPS that you y with.
Pilot’s Guides for each model of avionics that you y with, including: GPS navigators, nav/
comm radios, transponders, audio panels, and autopilots.
This document.
The course syllabi for the courses in which you are enrolled.
The High-Wing Aircraft Visualized Flight Maneuvers Manual, a.k.a the “blue maneuvers book”.
Airman Certi cation Standards for the certi cates or ratings that you are pursuing.
FAA Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM).
Charts, Chart Supplements, Airport diagrams.
Federal Aviation Regulations—14 CFR parts 1, 43, 61, 68, 91, 93, 95; and 49 CFR part 830.
FAA Advisory Circular 00-6, Aviation Weather.
FAA Advisory Circular 00-45, Aviation Weather Services.
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Lesson Scheduling
To schedule lessons, use our online scheduling system. Follow the “Aircraft Schedule” link from
the Above and Beyond Aviation web site.
When scheduling lessons, don’t “fragment” the instructor’s or aircraft’s schedule by leaving
unproductive gaps between reservations.
Minimum ight lesson length is 2.0 lesson hours. On weekends, for primary ight lessons,
maximum aircraft reservation is 2.5 hours, except where the lesson necessitates a longer length (such
as cross-country ights). Explain longer ights in the reservation comments. Please schedule
aircraft with courtesy and fairness to your fellow pilots.
Recommended schedule: 2 or 3 lessons per week. Talk to John if this schedule won’t work for
you.
Remember that the rental agreement requires that any changes or cancellations to lessons be
made more than 48 hours before lesson start time.
Since we operate at two airports, be sure that you’re booking lessons at the right airport. Some
instructors teach at both airports. Unfortunately, the scheduling system does not make it easy to
tell which airport an instructor is ying at that day. You have to look at which aircraft is being
used for the lessons already on the calendar.
You are free to y with other Above and Beyond Aviation instructors, but please coordinate with
John rst, so that the other instructor is not surprised when you book with them.
Pre ight the aircraft on the ramp before lesson start time. This saves you money and time.

Check Flights
Prior to your rst solo ight and prior to FAA checkrides, Above and Beyond Aviation requires
that you y with a different ight instructor to get a fresh view on your ying skills.

Student Pilot Solo Flight Scheduling
Student Pilots: Once you’re approved for solo ight, you can schedule your own solo ights.

However, John needs to maintain awareness and supervision of your solo ights. Coordinate
with John when you schedule a solo ight.
Student Pilots: For solo cross-country ights, FAA regulations require that your ight instructor

reviews the safety of the ight, checks your preparation, and endorses your logbook for each solo
cross-country ight. Coordinate with John and schedule at least a 15 minute ground lesson just
prior to each solo cross-country ight.
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Pre ight Preparation
Fitness for Flight
You must assess your physiological and mental state prior to each ight, and y only if you are in
good condition. If this is not the case, the ight should be cancelled. There is no penalty for
cancelling for legitimate safety reasons.
Use the “I’M SAFE” mnemonic — (1) no Illness symptoms, (2) not using Medicines (unless FAAapproved), (3) not under Stress, (4) no recent Alcohol consumption, (5) not Fatigued, (6) Eating
well. Other conditions that may impact physical ight readiness: (1) use of sleeping tablets,
(2) hyperbaric diving (SCUBA etc.), (3) blood donation, and (4) recent medical procedures.
If you have a fever and are sneezing or coughing, stay at home until: (1) the fever is gone for
24 hours (without fever-reducing medicine), (2) the cough is resolving, and (3) you are t to y.
Whenever you take medicine, wait at least 5 dosage intervals after the last dose before ying,
unless the medicine is on the FAA “generally safe to y” list, and you are t to y.

Pilot in Command and Operational Control
The pilot in command (PIC) of an aircraft is directly responsible for, and is the nal authority as
to, the operation of that aircraft. PIC responsibility and authority exist from the beginning of
ight planning until completion of the ight and related post- ight duties.
For instructional ights, the ight instructor is the pilot in command. However, ight instructors
expect students to develop command skills and exercise PIC-like diligence and judgement during
instructional ights. For student solo ights, the student is the PIC.
The pilot in command has the authority to initiate, cancel, continue, or divert a ight. For a
student solo ight, any Above and Beyond Aviation ight instructor additionally has the authority
to cancel or divert the ight.

Daylight Requirements for Student Solo Flight
Student Pilots: Solo ights must depart after sunrise, and return at least 1 hour before sunset.

Weather Brie ngs
For both solo and dual ights, get a weather brief:
1. Start with the synopsis (major weather features and trends for roughly the nearest
1000 NM, i.e., Texas and surrounding states): Look at the surface analysis chart, and maybe
read the EWX (New Braunfels) AFD (area forecast discussion)’s aviation section.
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2. Next, check for adverse conditions: Look for SIGMETs, convective SIGMETs, convective
outlooks, AIRMETs, etc.
3. Look at current conditions within roughly 50 NM of your route and your departure,
destination, alternate airports: Read the METARs, SPECIs, & PIREPs.
4. Get the forecast for ight times plus 1 hr along route and at departure, destination,
alternate airports: Read the nearby TAFs, and check the GFA (graphical forecast).
5. For cross-country ights, get winds (and temperature) aloft along route.
6. Lastly, check NOTAMs (especially TFRs and airport/runway closures)
From this, you should have a good expectation for the winds (and crosswinds), visibility,
precipitation/obscurations, and cloud base of lowest layer that you will encounter.

Weather Requirements for Student Solo Flight
Student Pilots: At the start of a solo ight, both (1) the observed weather for the past hour, and

(2) the forecast weather for the ight’s duration plus one hour must meet all of the following:
— Minimum cloud bases of lowest scattered/broken/overcast layer: cross-country: 4000 ft
AGL, local: 2800 ft AGL, remaining in the pattern: 2000 ft AGL
— Minimum visibility: 8 SM
— No icing, precipitation, thunderstorms, moderate or stronger turbulence, or other SIGMETs
— Maximum winds: 18 kt (steady or gust)
— Maximum crosswind component for all runways to be used: 8 kt
— Condition of all runways to be used: dry (no snow, ice, or standing water)
Important: John may change these requirements (up or down) as your experience level changes.

Discuss weather with John prior to each solo ight.

Weight and Balance
Once you have been trained on weight and balance computations, compute a tanks-full weight
and balance for you solo in the aircraft that you use. Keep this with you on your solo ights.
Each aircraft’s weight and balance reports is in its ight log binder. The basic empty weight and
c.g. is also in FSP, in the Aircraft Pro le under the Specs tab.
For cross-country ights, it is a good exercise to compute weight and balance for each ight.
There is a spot for it on the Operational Flight Plan form.

Fuel Reserves
For all ights, ensure the airplane is fueled with at least a 60 minute reserve. For solo crosscountry ights, depart the origin airport with all tanks full, unless weight and balance limits
dictate otherwise.
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Airworthiness/Maintenance Status Check
Aircraft required maintenance inspection status is visible in the online scheduling system’s aircraft
pro le pages.
If you want to review an aircraft maintenance log, they are in the classrooms. Contact any
Above and Beyond Aviation instructor for assistance.

Hazardous Materials
No hazardous materials may be carried on our aircraft, except aircraft parts and supplies.
Generally, anything ammable, explosive, combustible, poisonous, infectious, or radioactive is
considered a hazardous material. Pay particular attention to bottles, cans, cartridges, canisters,
sprays, smoking materials, and batteries.

Documents on Board
The following documents must be on board the aircraft during ight:
1. The aircraft’s Pilot’s Operating Handbook (POH), with an up-to-date weight and balance report
2. Pilot’s checklists for that model, including emergency checklists
3. The GPS Quick Reference Guide (a fold-out card or booklet)
4. Charts for the entire ight route (such as sectionals and terminal area charts (if applicable))
5. Chart Supplement (Airport/Facility Guide)
6. Airport diagrams or sketches for the planned airports
7. Flight planning data/nav log (for example, an operational ight plan, weather, etc.)
8. The required FAA certi cates: airworthiness, registration, pilot, medical, photo ID, etc.
These documents must be current. They can be paper or electronic, except the POH and FAA
certi cates must be paper. Consider having some kind of backup in case your electronics fail.

Pre ight Inspection
You must inspect the airplane prior to each ight, using the checklist.
For your second and subsequent ights of the day, some parts of the pre ight inspection are not
necessary to repeat (for example, checking that the GPS is up-to-date). However, you must check
that nothing has broken during ight or has been damaged while the airplane was parked.
Keep windows clean to make it easier to spot traf c. There are cloths and spray window cleaner
in the baggage area. Aircraft windows are soft—remove grit before wiping, wipe in vertical
strokes, and be gentle. The FBO can clean the windows for you—ask when you get refueled.
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Ramp Safety and Taxiing
Security
Be aware of your surroundings and do not be complacent. Report unusual activities to the FBO
or a ight instructor.
Comply with security measures of facilities that you enter. Use proper entrances and exits. If
you nd any doors left open/unlocked, close/lock them, and alert a facility representative.

Foreign Object Damage (FOD)
If you see any object lying on the ground where aircraft operate (ramps, hangars, etc.), pick it up
and throw it out in a covered trash can. Even a tiny object, like a screw, can be sucked into
engines or blasted against people or equipment, and cause damage or injury.
Also, ensure you don’t cause FOD. Secure your items before walking on the ramp. Hats,
sunglasses, papers, and trash are common things that blow away in the wind or prop-wash. Keep
aircraft doors closed, so that things in the cabin don’t blow away.

Smoking
No smoking or open ame in or within 50 ft of aircraft, on ramp, in hangars, or within 50 ft of
fuel handling or storage. If airport building management has designated a smoking area (by
signage or xtures), use that. Otherwise, smoke outdoors more than 25 ft away from all doors
and open windows.

Cockpit Management
You must have a means of keeping your equipment and documents organized and quickly
accessible during ight.
All items on board must be stowed or secured, to prevent (1) cockpit control interference, (2) pilot
vision obstruction, and (3) displacement during rough takeoffs/landings/turbulence.
Caution: Aircraft window material is soft and very easily scratched. Never place hard objects,

such as kneeboards, headsets, tools, etc., on the glareshield.

Starting and Taxiing
For engine start, comprehend and follow the start procedures in the POH, and use the checklist.
Before start, turn on the beacon and call “clear prop” loudly enough that the nearby tie-down
positions can hear you.
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Crank the starter for no more than 10 seconds, then let it cool for 20 seconds. You can do this up
to 3 times, then you must wait 10 minutes before retrying start. If after 3 more tries, you can’t
start the engine, contact a ight instructor. Continuing to try will burn out the starter.
After start, lean for ground operations per below.
Check the brakes as you start to taxi.
On the ramp, taxi no faster than a fast walk, approximately 4 kt. On unobstructed, level, straight
taxi routes, you can taxi faster, but no more than approximately 14 kt.

Collision Avoidance on the Ground
When taxiing, you must always be looking outside, unless you are stopped. Exception: If you
have a taxi chart out and ready, you can cross-reference it for your position and taxi clearance. Do
not look inside at instruments, avionics, tablets, paperwork, etc.
The aircraft beacon must be on whenever the engine is running. Turn on the taxi light just
before you start taxiing. Turn on the landing light and strobes when you are cleared to enter or
cross a runway.
Do not guess at your taxi clearance. If you can’t gure it out by looking at the chart, ask ground
control for “progressive taxi”.

Run-Up Locations
— AUS: Run up on ramp, away from other aircraft. Watch your prop-wash.
— EDC, Runway 13 in Use: Use run-up pad on taxiway A at runway 13.
— EDC, Runway 31 in Use: Run up on ramp, away from other aircraft. Watch your prop-wash.

At other airports, review the airport diagram for a run-up bay along a taxiway. If present, use it.
If not, run up away from other aircraft, and watch your prop-wash.

Acceptable Airports and Runways
Land only at “public use” civilian airports (except in emergency).
Aircraft must be operated (takeoff, land, and taxi) only on paved surfaces in fair condition or
better.
Initially after your solo endorsement, land only at your origin airport (EDC or AUS) (except in
emergency). Later, you will have additional solo endorsements that remove this limitation.
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In ight
Use of Checklists
You must use a checklist for (1) pre ight inspection, (2) engine start, (3) after start/taxi, (4) run-up,
(5) before takeoff, (6) instrument approach, (7) before landing, (8) missed approach,
(9) malfunctions/emergencies, and (10) post- ight (shutdown/securing). Normal and emergency
checklists must be immediately accessible throughout the ight.
You do not need to grab the checklist and read it if that would be distracting. Do the checks
from memory, and use the checklist to double-check later.
You should memorize the immediate action (boldface) items in the emergency checklists.

Crew Brie ngs
Brief prior to each takeoff and prior to each approach/landing:
— Takeoff: Brief just prior to takeoff.
— Instrument Approach: Brief after ATIS is received and the aircraft is set up for the approach,

but prior to commencing the approach.
— VFR Landing: Brief after ATIS is received but before pattern entry.
When ying solo, conduct these brie ngs anyway, for your own review.

Radio Communications
Student Pilots: On solo ights, use “student pilot” in each initial call (to tower, ground, etc.).

Do not guess at what ATC is saying—check with them if unsure.
Broadcast your position on CTAF whenever you are within 10 NM of a non-towered airport
below roughly 3,000 ft AGL.

Avoiding Other Aircraft
You must always be aware of your surroundings and be scanning for traf c. Whether you’re
VFR or IFR, with ATC or not, it is your responsibility to “see and avoid”. Do not let avionics,
tablets, paperwork, etc. consume too much of your attention. If you have not looked outside in
the past 20 seconds, you are dangerously distracted. (ADS-B in does not replace visual scanning.)
Before taxiing on to the runway for takeoff, scan for landing traf c (both ways).
Keep aware of your position relative to busy areas (traf c patterns, straight-in/out from runways,
etc.), and don’t drift into them unintentionally.
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The aircraft beacon must be on whenever the engine is running. The strobe lights must be on in
ight, unless they would be distracting. Turn on the taxi or landing light within 10 NM of
airports and around birds.
Ensure that your transponder and ADS-B out are on at all times (even taxi).
Perform clearing turns before maneuvers.

Positive Exchange of Flight Controls
Whenever switching who is ying, use a three-step exchange. The pilot giving control says to the
pilot taking control “you have the ight controls” or simply “your airplane”. The pilot taking
control acknowledges by saying “I have the ight controls” or “my airplane”. The pilot giving
control then con rms by again saying “you have the ight controls” or “your airplane”.

Minimum Altitude Limitations
In addition to the regulations in 14 CFR § 91.119, our minimum altitudes are:
— Air Work: ≥ 1500 ft AGL throughout the maneuver, not over towns or houses/businesses,

≥ 7 NM from airports.
— Ground Reference: ≥ 600 ft AGL throughout the maneuver, not over towns or buildings,
≥ 7 NM from airports.

Leaning
Follow POH’s “leaning recommendations for training operations”.
Flight Phase

Recommended Leaning (Cessna 152/172)

Ground operations

Set throttle to 1200 rpm, lean for maximum rpm, keep
mixture at that setting for all ground ops except run-up

Climb above 3000 ft density alt.
Lean for maximum rpm
Any operation at 75% or less power
Cruise at 75% or less power

Lean for 50 °F rich of peak EGT, or 25–50 rpm lean of
maximum rpm

Takeoff and landing
Climb to 3000 ft density alt.

Full rich (except takeoff above 3000 ft density alt)

Practice Areas for Maneuvers
Student Pilots: Solo ights must remain within 25 NM of the origin airport (EDC or AUS). (For

example, if your ight originated at EDC, the Alcoa plant is too far east.) Later, you will have
additional solo endorsements that remove this limit.
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KEDC 25 NM ring and (unof cial) practice area

Maneuver Limits
Observe the POH maneuver limits (see POH section 2).
Terminate any maneuver if it will not remain above minimum altitude throughout the maneuver,
or if it approaches an area of houses, businesses, parks, or a group of people outdoors.
Students are encouraged to practice all maneuvers except spins during their solo ights.

Safe Landings
Do not land with a tailwind.
At and below 300 ft AGL, your approach must be stable. Stable means:
— Only small changes in heading/pitch are required to maintain the correct ight path.
— The PAPI/VASI shows on glide path or only slightly above/below glide path.
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Lined up with the runway centerline.
Airspeed is stabilized within -0/+10 kt of nal approach speed.
Power is stabilized.
Descent rate is less than 1000 ft/min.

If at any point below 300 ft AGL any of these is not true, you must go around.
Touchdown should be made with the main gear straddling the runway centerline.
If you go past the rst third of the runway and haven’t touched down yet, go around. Your goal
should be to land -0/+200 ft of your intended spot.

Simulated Emergency Landing
Not at an Air eld: Terminate simulated emergency landings above 500 ft AGL, and do not pass

over houses, businesses, parks, or a group of people outdoors during the simulation.
At a Towered Air eld: Coordinate with tower in advance of any simulated emergency landings.
At a Non-Towered Air eld: Ensure you don’t cut off anyone. Check: no other aircraft ahead of

yours in the pattern, none are nearby on a straight-in approach, and none are about to take off.

Post-Flight
Parking, Pushing, and Towing Aircraft
At AUS, we park at Atlantic on the second or third rows of tie-downs.
At EDC, we try to park on the last row of tie-downs (nearest the T-hangars), but if there’s no
open spot on that row, any tie-down will do. Ask the FBO line personnel for help if needed.
Do not taxi over or near straps or ropes. They can be blown into the spinning prop by the wind
or prop-wash, which will damage the engine. If this happens, shutdown immediately and notify
John and George (one text message thread with both of them).
Use the tow bar (if available) to move the aircraft by hand. Push or pull using the tow bar or the
wing struts. Do not push or pull using other parts of the airplane. Never turn the nose
wheel 30° or more from straight ahead, because this will damage the nose gear.

Securing of Aircraft
When unattended, aircraft must be chocked at 2 or more wheels, or tied down.
If severe weather or high wind is forecast, tie the airplane down as outlined in the POH section
8, “tie-down” subsection, and close all windows and vents.
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Post-Flight Inspection and Servicing
Conduct a post- ight inspection of the aircraft. This can be fairly quick, but check that (1) the
aircraft is properly secured, and (2) nothing apparent has broken.
When returning an aircraft, it must be serviced properly. See the Servicing section below.

Abnormal Situations
Unplanned Landings of Student Solo Flights
Student Pilots: On a solo ight, if you land at someplace not planned, contact John within a few

minutes of the unplanned landing, before departing again.

Events Requiring a Maintenance Report
If any of the following happens, you must let John know: (1) hard landing, (2) overweight landing,
(3) VNE overspeed, (4) ap overspeed, (5) extreme turbulence, (6) extreme maneuver, (7) lightning
strike, (8) foreign object damage, (9) anything touching the prop when the engine is running,
(10) overrun off the pavement, or (11) tire damage.
(Here, extreme maneuver includes any maneuver other than normal stalls, lazy eights, chandelles, or
steep turns ≤ 60° bank. Extreme maneuver also includes abrupt use of controls above
maneuvering speed, or anything that caused high loads on the airplane.)

Mechanical Irregularities
Reporting: Report all mechanical irregularities (squawks) immediately to John, and write them in

the aircraft dispatch logbook. If unable to reach John, send a text message to John and George
(one text message thread with both of them).
Before Takeoff: You must not take off with any inoperative equipment unless you ensure that the

situation complies with 14 CFR § 91.213(d). Note that student pilots aren’t permitted to make a
91.213(d)(4) determination—contact a ight instructor or mechanic in that case.
In Flight: If a mechanical irregularity occurs after takeoff, and you can just as safely return to

AUS or EDC as land elsewhere, returning simpli es repair. Of course, if safe continuation of
ight is not certain, land and evaluate.
Remember that regulations (14 CFR § 91.7) require the ight to be discontinued if the aircraft is
not airworthy. However, 14 CFR § 91.205 allows continued ight after failure of a beacon or
strobe light, so just return to base in that case.

Page 14 of 19

fl

fl

fl

fi

©2022 John A. Thywissen

fl

fl

fl

ver. 07, 12 Jun 2022

fl

fl

John’s Student Procedures And Practices

www. yjohn.com

FLYJOHN/PRO--TRA/01/07

ATC Occurrences
If ATC issues you a safety alert (using the words “alert” and “immediately”), tell John.
If you make a mistake with ATC, contact John immediately upon landing. This means: deviate
from an ATC clearance; violate an airspace; taxi, takeoff, or land without a clearance; use the
wrong runway or taxiway; etc. Also, if ATC says “possible pilot deviation” to you, contact John
immediately upon landing. Lastly, if ATC cancels a clearance, tell John.
If another aircraft passes within 500 ft of yours and presents a collision hazard, tell ATC “I wish
to report a near midair collision”. Also, notify John immediately upon landing.

Regulatory Deviations
If you become aware of a regulatory deviation in, on, or using Above and Beyond Aviation
property or equipment, notify John immediately.
If the deviation was unintentional, consider ling an anonymous Aviation Safety Report.

Bird or Other Wildlife Hazards
If you see birds or other wildlife on the runway, or large ocks of birds ying where they create
hazards, tell ATC. If you strike a bird or other wildlife, inform ATC, and contact John. If in
ight, carefully evaluate the aircraft for damage before landing. Also, the FAA asks that you ll in
FAA Form 5200-7, “Bird/Other Wildlife Strike Report”.

Emergencies or Other Safety Occurrences
Reporting an Aviation Safety Problem
If you observe an actual or potential aviation safety problem (unsafe occurrence or hazardous
situation), discuss it with John. Consider ling an anonymous Aviation Safety Report with
NASA. These reports are analyzed by NASA and alerts are sent to FAA and others to improve
aviation safety.

Lost/Disoriented
If you become uncertain of your position, try these things:
1. Check the DG alignment against the magnetic compass.
2. Use the GPS navigator. Switch to the map page. Also look at the “nearest airport” page.
Use the GPS quick reference booklet/card for help operating the GPS.
3. Use the VOR receiver. Find your orientation (radial) from a VOR. Get a cross-bearing from
another VOR to get a position x. Climb, if needed, for better VOR & comm coverage.
4. Find landmarks. You may need to climb to see farther (or descend if it’s hazy).
ver. 07, 12 Jun 2022

Page 15 of 19

fi

fl

fl

fl

fi

©2022 John A. Thywissen

fi

fi

fl

John’s Student Procedures And Practices

John’s Student Procedures And Practices

www. yjohn.com

FLYJOHN/PRO--TRA/01/07

5. Conserve fuel: slow to traf c pattern speed, and lean the mixture!
6. Ask ATC for help: call approach, center, nearby towers, or ight service (122.2).

Low Fuel
Declare “minimum fuel” to ATC if you think you’ll land at your destination with less than your
required reserve. “Minimum fuel” is not an emergency declaration, but a warning to ATC.
Declare “mayday mayday mayday fuel” if it appears that you can’t land at the nearest appropriate
public airport with your nal (30/45 min) reserve.
If you declare minimum fuel or an emergency, notify John upon landing.

Overdue Aircraft
If you become aware of a missing or overdue Above and Beyond Aviation aircraft, notify John
and George immediately (one text message thread with both of them).

Accident/Incident
If property damage or injury of any kind occurs in, on, or using Above and Beyond Aviation
property or equipment, notify John and George immediately (one text message thread with both
of them).

Recognizing and Declaring an Emergency
If any of these questions can be answered as “yes”, then you have an emergency:

□
□
□
□
□

Is the ight in immediate danger?
Are you concerned about the safety of the ight?
Does the ight require immediate/timely assistance for safety?
Will the ight need priority handling by ATC?
Might immediate/timely safety assistance be needed on the ground?

Communications: If talking to ATC, stay on frequency. If not talking to ATC, and can’t quickly

switch to a nearby ATC frequency, use 121.5.
Transponder: If squawking 1200, squawk 7700. If assigned a code and talking to ATC, keep

your assigned code.
Radio Call: Start with “mayday mayday mayday” or “pan-pan pan-pan pan-pan”, station called,

your call sign, and then three things:
1. Nature of emergency
2. Intentions
3. Position, altitude, heading (if relevant).
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Example: “Mayday mayday mayday, Austin approach, Skyhawk 468AC, engine re, forced
landing, 10 miles southeast of Taylor, 2,500, heading 270.”
You can “un-declare” an emergency: just say “cancel distress” or “cancel urgency”.
If you declare an emergency, notify John immediately upon landing.

Fire Precautions And Procedures
Anytime there is re or smoke that occurs in, on, or using Above and Beyond Aviation property
or equipment, notify John and George immediately (one text message thread with both of them).
During refueling, a re extinguisher should be available nearby.
If an aircraft re occurs during operations, follow aircraft checklist or POH procedures.
If a re occurs in ground facilities, use the “RACE” procedure, then evacuate:
— Rescue: Attempt to remove anyone in the immediate vicinity of the re.
— Alarm: Activate the alarm by using a re alarm pull station and dialing 9–1–1. Be prepared

to give your name, phone number, location, and extent of re.
— Con ne: Close all doors and windows. Do not lock any doors.
— Extinguish: Extinguish the re if you are comfortable in doing so. If not, close the door to the

area.
— Evacuate: Turn off equipment if time permits (within 30 seconds of hearing the alarm) and

take valuables (keys, purses). Ensure that rooms are checked for occupants who may not have
heard the alarm. Leave the building. Do not use elevators. Assemble at the emergency
assembly point (at least 50 feet away from the building, not blocking any driveway). Do not
re-enter the building until all-clear is given.

Maintenance and Servicing
Cleaning
Caution: Do not let any of the following solvents come in contact with aircraft windows:

gasoline, alcohol, benzene, acetone, carbon tetrachloride, re extinguisher uid, deicer uid,
lacquer thinner, or glass window cleaning spray. These solvents will soften and craze the plastic.
Windows: Clean aircraft windows using an aircraft window cleaner (not glass cleaner), or lots of

water and a liquid hand dishwashing detergent. Use soft cloths, such as cotton annel or cotton
terrycloth, not paper towels. Wipe gently and vertically, not in circles.
Interior: Blot up any spilled liquid promptly; do not pat or rub the spot. Clean the interior with

mild soap and water.
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Avionics and Instruments: Do not touch avionics displays or instrument lenses. They have a

layer of anti-re ective material which is very sensitive to skin oils, waxes, and abrasive cleaners.
Use a clean, lint-free cloth and an eyeglass lens cleaner that is speci ed as safe for anti-re ective
material to clean avionics and instrument lenses. Do not use any cleaners with bleach or
ammonia on avionics displays or instrument lenses.

Servicing (including Refueling)
Prior to each ight, you must visually check fuel and oil levels.
After each ight, ask the FBO for a fuel top-off, and replace used oil bottles. If the windshield is
dirty, clean it or ask the FBO to clean it. Clean the airplane interior and remove trash.
We have fuel contracts at the following FBOs:
— AUS: Atlantic Aviation, 512-382-8810, frequency 130.22
— EDC: Henriksen Jet Center, 512-247-7678 (which is 512-AIR-PORT), frequency 122.97
— HYI: Berry Aviation, 512-353-2379, frequency 131.15

Atlantic can be very slow, so consider ying over to EDC or HYI and fueling there.
When you need fuel at another airport, purchase it yourself and then email a clear photo of the
receipt (put aircraft ID and date in subject eld) to Bobbi within 24 hours.
For other aircraft service, contact John (examples: tire in ation, battery charging, nose gear strut
service, shimmy damper service, brake uid lling, air lter changes).

Location of Aircraft Supplies
We have stocks of supplies (oil, rags, cleaners, etc.) at both AUS and EDC:
— AUS: Silver cabinet in the hanger—use the yellow key on the aircraft keyring to unlock.
— EDC: The baggage areas of each aircraft. Also, oil can be purchased from the FBO.

Obtaining Maintenance Away from Base
If maintenance is needed away from base, contact John. Do not attempt nor permit disassembly
or repairs of any part of the aircraft without authorization.

Chemical Safety
Onboard the aircraft, there is fuel, oil, brake uid, and window cleaner. If you get any of these
on your hands, wash the uid off with soap and water. Fuel and brake uid are ammable. The
following is safety label data from the manufacturers:
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Observe good industrial hygiene practices.

PREVENTION

Keep away from heat/sparks/open flames/hot
Contains
pressure; may explode if
surfaces.gas
Nounder
smoking.
heated.
Avoid release to the environment

PREVENTION

Glass Cleaner

Combustible liquid.
May be fatal if swallowed and enters airways.
Harmful to aquatic life with long lasting
effects.

RESPONSE
IF SWALLOWED: Immediately call a POISON
CENTER/doctor. Do NOT induce vomiting.
STORAGE
Store locked up.
DISPOSAL
Dispose of contents/ container to an approved
RESPONSE
disposal
plant.
If waste
exposed
or concerned:
Get medical
advice/attention.
STORAGE

Dispose of waste and residues in accordance with
local authority requirements.

DISPOSAL

Protect from sunlight. Store in a well-ventilated
place.

RESPONSE
IF SWALLOWED: Immediately call a POISON
CENTER/doctor. Do NOT induce vomiting.
STORAGE
Store locked up.
DISPOSAL
Dispose of contents/ container to an approved
RESPONSE
waste disposal plant.
If exposed or concerned: Get medical
advice/attention.
STORAGE

Dispose of contents/ container to an approved
waste disposal plant.

RESPONSE
IF SWALLOWED: Immediately call a POISON
CENTER/doctor. Do NOT induce vomiting.
STORAGE
Store locked up.
DISPOSAL

DISPOSAL

STORAGE
Dispose of waste and residues in accordance with
DISPOSAL
Keep
container(s)
tightly
closed and properly labeled.
localof
authority
requirements.
Dispose
contents/container
to an
approved
Use
and store
this material in cool, dry,
well-ventilated
waste
disposal
plant.
area
away
from heat
and all sources of ignition.

Glass Cleaner
Aviation
Oil

D A NDGAENRG E R

DISPOSAL
This material under most intended uses would become
"waste oils" due to contamination by physical or
chemical impurities. Whenever possible, recycle "waste
oils" in accordance with current national and regional
provisions.

RESPONSE
liquid.
Extremely Combustible
flammable liquid
and vapor
RESPONSE
IF SWALLOWED:
May
be fatal if swallowed and enters airways.IF SWALLOWED:
Causes skin
irritation
Immediately Immediately
call a POISON call a POISON
CENTER/doctor.
NOTinduce
induce vomiting.
Harmful
to aquatic
life with
long lasting
May be fatal
if swallowed
and enters
airways
CENTER or
doctor/physician; Do
Do NOT
May causeeffects.
drowsiness or dizziness
vomiting; STORAGE
IF INHALED: Remove person to fresh
May cause cancer
May damage fertility
air and keep comfortable for breathing; IF ON
Store
locked
up.
Toxic to aquatic
life with long lasting effects
SKIN (or hair): Remove/Take off immediately all
PREVENTION
clothing. Rinse skin with
DISPOSAL
Keep away from heat/sparks/open flames/hotcontaminated
PREVENTION
water/shower;
Callof
a POISON
orto an approved
Dispose
contents/CENTER
container
Obtain special
instructions
before
use;
Do not handle
RESPONSE
Contains
gasNo
under
pressure;
may explode if RESPONSE
surfaces.
smoking.
doctor/physician
if you feel
unwell; Take off
No
hazards
until classified
all safety
precautions
have
been
read
and
waste disposal
plant.
If exposed
or concerned:
Get medical
heated.
release
to the environment
Spills
will
produce
very
slippery
UsedIn
motor
contaminated
clothing
and
washsurfaces.
before
reuse;
understood;Avoid
Keep away
from heat/sparks/open
advice/attention.
oils
been
shown
cause
skin cancer
in for
mice after
flames/hot surfaces. No smoking; Keep container tightly
PREVENTION
casehave
of fire:
Use
CO2,to
dry
chemical,
or foam
PREVENTION
closed;away
Ground/bond
container
and
receiving
repeated
application
to the skin without washing. Brief
extinction;
Collect
spillage.
Keep
from
flames
and
hot
surfaces.
STORAGE
equipment;
Use explosion-proof
electrical hygiene
(ventilationpractices.
Observe
good industrial
or intermittent
skin contact with used motor oil is not

Hydraulic
Oil
Aviation
Gasoline

thoroughly after handling; Use only outdoors or in a well
-ventilated area; Avoid release to the environment; Wear
protective gloves/protective clothing and eye/face
protection.

Aviation
Oil
Glass Cleaner
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STORAGE
Store in a well-ventilated place. Keep cool.
DISPOSAL
Dispose of contents/container to an approved
waste disposal plant.

RESPONSE
liquid.
Extremely Combustible
flammable liquid
and vapor
RESPONSE
IF SWALLOWED:
May
be fatal if swallowed and enters airways.IF SWALLOWED:
Causes skin
irritation
Immediately Immediately
call a POISON call a POISON
May be fatal
if swallowed
and enters
airways
CENTER/doctor.
NOTinduce
induce vomiting.
Harmful
to aquatic
life with
long lasting
CENTER or
doctor/physician; Do
Do NOT
May causeeffects.
drowsiness or dizziness
vomiting; IF INHALED: Remove person to fresh
STORAGE
May cause cancer
May damage fertility
air and keep
comfortable for breathing; IF ON
StoreRemove/Take
locked up. off immediately all
Toxic to aquatic
life with long lasting effects
SKIN (or hair):
PREVENTION
clothing. Rinse skin with
DISPOSAL
Keep away from heat/sparks/open flames/hotcontaminated
PREVENTION
water/shower;
Call
a POISON
orto an approved
Obtain special
instructionsNo
before
use; Do not handle
Dispose of
contents/CENTER
container
surfaces.
smoking.
RESPONSE
RESPONSE
Contains
gas under
pressure;
doctor/physician
if you feel
unwell; Take off
No
hazards
until classified
all safety
precautions
have been
read and may explode if
waste disposal
plant.
Spills
will
produce
very
slippery
UsedIn
motor
Avoid
release
to the environment
contaminated
clothing
and
washsurfaces.
before
reuse;
understood;
Keep away
from heat/sparks/open
If exposed
or concerned:
Get medical
heated.
oils
been
shown
cause
skin cancer
in for
mice after
flames/hot surfaces. No smoking; Keep container tightly
PREVENTION
casehave
of
fire:
Use
CO2,to
dry
chemical,
or foam
advice/attention.
closed;away
Ground/bond
receiving
repeated
application
to the skin without washing. Brief
extinction;
Collect spillage.
Keep
fromcontainer
flamesand
and
hot surfaces.
PREVENTION
equipment;
Use explosion-proof electrical (ventilation
or intermittent
skin contact with used motor oil is not
STORAGE
Wash
thoroughly
after
handling.
Observe
good
hygiene
and lighting)
equipment;
Useindustrial
only
non-sparking
tools;practices.
expected
to cause
if theStore
oil isinthoroughly
removed
Protect
fromharm
sunlight.
a well-ventilated
Take precautionary measures against static discharge;
by
washing
place.with soap and water. Do not wear
Avoid breathing dust/fume/gas/mist/vapors/spray; Avoid
STORAGE
contaminated
clothing
or
shoes.
contact during pregnancy/while nursing; Wash skin
Store in a well-ventilated place. Keep cool.

Hydraulic
Oil
Aviation
Gasoline

equipment; Use explosion-proof electrical (ventilation
and lighting) equipment; Use only non-sparking tools;
Take precautionary measures against static discharge;
Avoid breathing dust/fume/gas/mist/vapors/spray; Avoid
contact during pregnancy/while nursing; Wash skin
thoroughly after handling; Use only outdoors or in a well
-ventilated area; Avoid release to the environment; Wear
protective gloves/protective clothing and eye/face
protection.
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RESPONSE
liquid.
Extremely Combustible
flammable liquid
and vapor
RESPONSE
IF SWALLOWED:
Causes skin
irritation
May
be fatal if swallowed and enters airways.IF SWALLOWED:
Immediately Immediately
call a POISON call a POISON
May be fatal
if swallowed
and enters
airways
CENTER or
doctor/physician; Do
Do NOT
CENTER/doctor.
NOTinduce
induce vomiting.
Harmful
to aquatic
life with
long lasting
May causeeffects.
drowsiness or dizziness
vomiting; IF INHALED: Remove person to fresh
STORAGE
May cause cancer
May damage fertility
air and keep
comfortable for breathing; IF ON
StoreRemove/Take
locked up. off immediately all
Toxic to aquatic life with long lasting effects
SKIN (or hair):
PREVENTION
contaminated clothing. Rinse skin with
PREVENTION
DISPOSAL
Keep away from heat/sparks/open flames/hotwater/shower;
Call a POISON CENTER or
Obtain special
instructions
before
use;
Do
not
handle
Disposeifofyou
contents/
container
to an approved
surfaces. No smoking.
doctor/physician
feel unwell;
Take off
until all safety precautions have been read and
waste
disposal
plant.
release
to the environment
contaminated
clothing
and
wash before reuse; In
understood;Avoid
Keep away
from heat/sparks/open
flames/hot surfaces. No smoking; Keep container tightly
case of fire: Use CO2, dry chemical, or foam for
closed; Ground/bond container and receiving
extinction; Collect spillage.

Hydraulic
Oil
Aviation
Gasoline
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DANGER

Hydraulic Oil

Observe good industrial hygiene practices.

PREVENTION

Keep away from heat/sparks/open flames/hot
surfaces.gas
Nounder
smoking.
Contains
pressure; may explode if
Avoid release to the environment
heated.

PREVENTION

Glass Cleaner

Combustible liquid.
May be fatal if swallowed and enters airways.
Harmful to aquatic life with long lasting
effects.

DANGER

Hydraulic Oil

Keep away from heat/sparks/open flames/hot
surfaces. No smoking.
Avoid release to the environment

PREVENTION

Combustible liquid.
May be fatal if swallowed and enters airways.
Harmful to aquatic life with long lasting
effects.

DANGER

Hydraulic Oil
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